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Notes from the Pastor…

William Ostrem

The Lord has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the Lord require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God
—Micah 6:8
I'm a lover of songs and poetry. There
have been many times in my life that
the words of a chorus, the rhythmic
sentence of a line, or the context from
which they dwell has brought forth
words of strength, courage, humbleness, and hope. During my time here, I
have used opportunities to celebrate
and lift up such movements in song
and poetry. One of these poems is one
that I have read several times. Sir Francis Drake’s Christian prayer, “Disturb
Us, Lord,” speaks not of looking at
where you are, but the places where
you could be looking—eyes looking
into the horizon to dream and envision
a future beyond the immediate.
I, once again, draw upon this poem because there was a time in my life when
I heard a call from God and did not
know where the journey would take
me. I was almost confident that my call
had come too late, and that this journey
would not happen. God had better
plans! God opened the door for me to
finally follow this call. God challenged
me, and you, to look beyond what was
and into dreaming the great dreams of

an amazing journey. You may never
fully know how much each and every
one of you means to me, but I hope that
you understand the impact that you
have made on my life. You have journeyed with me these last three and a
half years. You have given me support
and encouragement. You continue to be
a people of hope and to dream dreams.
And, you have provided a sacred space
allowing me to look to the horizons. To
proclaim a gospel with my voice into
this presence, and with smiles and gratitude, you have allowed me to shape
my own pastoral identity. Many of you
have encouraged me to dream my own
dreams and continue to share a vision,
even when times were tough.
Our time of physically journeying together will soon come to a close. I
know there will always be a piece of
me that I have left behind here at Pilgrim. I will take with me a piece of
you. We have shared laughter and a lot
of smiles. We have celebrated with joy
milestones, confirmations, weddings,
baptisms, communion, God’s love, and
(Continued on page 2)
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the enduring Holy Spirit—not
even a pandemic could stop us
from being a vibrant church together. We have also shared
tears together in sadness and
grief over the loss of things and
of the people who have inspired
us. We have pondered and imagined new ideas, new perspectives, and new traditions. We
have lived as a people of hope
together under this one roof and
in this sacred space.
I would not be me if I didn’t
encourage you to continue on,
to keep pushing into the horizon, to keep dreaming of more,
and never settling for the rut of
routine. There is a larger community out there that needs us
to be among them, let us be Pilgrims that make that journey.
Your next intern will push you
in different ways, will offer a
new vision and a new perspective different from me and you.
Give that individual the same
sacred space you have given
me, the grace when the path
doesn’t go as planned, and the
freedom to dream big. I began
with a prayer on February 12th,
2018, that asks God to show me
the way to lead these amazing
people and to teach me to love
them as you love them. I leave
you with more love in my heart
than what is humanly possible.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL REVIVAL AND BOLD FAITH

Sir Francis Drake’s Christian Prayer
Disturb us, Lord, when
We are too well pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true
Because we have dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely
Because we sailed too close to the shore.
Disturb us, Lord, when
With the abundance of things we possess
We have lost our thirst for the waters of life;
Having fallen in love with life,
We have ceased to dream of eternity
And in our efforts to build a new earth,
We have allowed our vision
Of a new Heaven to dim.
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly,
To venture on wilder seas
Where storms will show your mastery;
Where losing sight of land,
We shall find the stars.
We ask You to push back
The horizons of our hopes;
And to push into the future
In strength, courage, hope, and love.

GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENT FOR WILLIAM OSTREM

You have been such an important part of my faith formation and journey, and I humbly and with great excitement invite you to be a part of
my Graduation ceremony.
This year, Wartburg Theological Seminary will be livestreaming both
services for everyone to participate. Below, you will find a link to the
live stream. The two parts of the service have been divided this year,
so you are welcome to join in at either one or both, as you so choose.
Sunday, May 16th

Thank you and God bless.

1 pm. Baccalaureate Service
(small break)
3 pm. Commencement Service

Mitakuye Oyasin and Peace,
Vicar William Ostrem

Here’s the link:
https://www.wartburgseminary.edu/event/commencement-2021/
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I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says Sing
and Obey the Spirit of the Lord.
— African-American Spiritual
Pentecost occurs during May. It’s an important part of the story of grace. We are not left alone following Jesus’s ascension into heaven. Even the story of being saved by grace would be hard to maintain over thousands
of years if it all ended there. The Holy Spirit was sent to be our companion and comforter, to guide us in our
Christian life.
In this column, I am highlighting two great hymns of faith, each tied to Pentecost. The first is the prayer
hymn, “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart,” by George Croly (ELW #800). This hymn asks God’s spirit
to enter into us and do its work within us. It acknowledges we have struggles, disappointments, and doubts;
but, in verse four it conveys the belief that the Holy Spirit can successfully work with all these challenges.
Spirit of God, descend upon my heard;
wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart,
and make me love you as I ought to love.
I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
no sudden rending of the veil of clay,
no angel visitant, no op’ning skies;
but take the dimness of my soul away.
Have you not bid me love you, God and King;
all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind?
I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling
Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find!
Teach me to love you as your angels love,
one holy passion filling all my frame;
the baptism of the heav’n descended dove,
my heart an altar, and your love the flame.

The other Pentecost hymn is a rousing African-American spiritual, “I’m Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says
Sing.” It is a song of surrender to the spirit’s will. The singers are already deeply attached to the Holy Spirit
and are ready to do whatever the spirit wants them to do—sing, shout, preach, or pray.
I’m gonna sing when the spirit says sing
I’m gonna sing when the spirit says sing
I’m gonna sing when the spirit says sing
And obey the spirit of the Lord.
Verse 2 substitutes the word shout in place of sing. Verse 3 substitutes the word preach instead of sing
and Verse 4 substitutes the word pray instead of sing.

I am grateful that whatever our state of mind there is a hymn that can speak to us. Hymns speak to our doubts,
fears, and weakness and offer hope. Hymns speak to our exuberance and confidence and they can spur us to
the actions that match our exuberance and confidence. Hymns of all kinds are needed to make our Christian
lives vibrant.
—Delores Kessel
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SIGN UP FOR ALTAR FLOWERS
With the return of indoor worship services, it is once again possible
to order altar flowers. A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside of the church office. Or, you can call or email the office. Please
give at least one-week advance notice and include who or what you
are celebrating or honoring. Bouquets are now $20 each.
Pilgrim Lutheran Church would
like to recognize Jeanne Wunsch
and Mollie Augustine for their
completion of East-Central Synod’s Lay School of Ministry. This
is a wonderful accomplishment!
They completed the two-year
course in May 2020, but, because
of the pandemic, there was no celebration at that time. Please join
me in celebration on Sunday,
May 16th, during our worship service as we recognize, and share in
a blessing for, Jeanne Wunsch
and Mollie Augustine.

Where do the quilts
and kits we put together
for Lutheran World Relief
find a home?
They go to various places, internationally. On October 31, 2019,
our quilts went to Serbia; on
March 4, 2020, school kits went
to Senegal; and, on November 17,
2020, our quilts and personal care
kits landed in Ukraine.

Mark Your Calendars
Pilgrim Recycling
Saturday, May 22nd
9:00 — 2:00
If you have been looking for a new
home for those household items,
clothes, shoes, books, games, and other treasures that you don’t
need or have room to store anymore, we will take them off your
hands. NO ELECTRONICS, PLEASE!
Set up for the recycling sale will begin on Monday, May 17.
There are several ways you can participate—help or come and
shop for great bargains. Please take a look at the list below and
let Shirley Ecker, 715-301-3372, or Fred in the church office
know what you would like to help out with. Please prayerfully
consider helping with the recycling sale.


I have items to donate and need someone to pick them up.



I can help set up and mark items during the week of March 27



I can pick up items from members’ homes.



I will donate items for the bake sale



I will help at the bake sale



I am willing to help with publicity (making posters,
distributing flyers, making calls, etc.)



I can make phone calls to remind members



I can help on the day of the sale...
cashier

clean up

greet shoppers

straighten tables during sale

carry purchased items to vehicles.

Bring a friend to help or shop. Thank you.
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Plant Sale
Marshfield Medical Center
3400 Ministry Parkway
Lot #7
Weston

New Book Study
Beginning Saturday
June 12
9:00-10:00 a.m.
The Evangelism Team will be
hosting a new study session on
Max Lucado’s book “When
Christ Comes.” Max Lucado
believes that the day Christ
comes will be the “beginning of
the very best.” And our primary
task is to be prepared and peaceful while we wait. More information to come.

Weekly Prayer Circle
Re-ignites Tuesday, May 4
11:45 a.m.
If you would like to join the
group, drop in. Or, if you would
like to receive the weekly prayer
list, contact the office.

Men’s Monthly
Bible Study Breakfast
at Eagle’s Nest
Meets Thursday, May 6
7:30 a.m.
The men’s group will begin
meeting again monthly on the
first Thursday of each month.
Contact Eugene Viegut if you
are interested in joining or have
questions.

Thurs., May 6, 1:00—6:00
Fri., May 7, 7:00—6:00
Sat., May 8, 7:00—12:00
Hanging Baskets, Floor Pots,
3.5-6.5” pots, and four-packs
Proceeds benefit the Wausau/
Weston Cancer Care Fund
Pre-orders available at
Marshfieldclinic.org/giving/
plantsale
Annuals provided by Cerny’s
Greenhouse
*Masks will be required*

Neighbors’ Place
Diaper Bank

☺ To the group of participants

in Vicar Will’s special study
sessions: Cody and Mollie
Augustine, Charlene Buttner,
Shirley Ecker, Jeanette Carlson, Hannah Neumann,
Norah
Brown,
Eugene
Viegut, and Jeanne Wunsch.

☺ To all of the members, and

beyond, for their loving support for the family in need.
We
collected
diapers,
clothes, and toys, raised
$1,755 in cash, and collected
gift cards totaling $225.
These offerings will help the
family tremendously during
this time of need. Thank you
from the Evangelism Team.

☺ To Tom Brown and Steve

Konkel for helping with the
Spring yard cleanup.

Because of an increase of 800
more families being served this
past year, the Neighbors’ Place
recently launched “The Babies’
Place,” a diaper bank program.
If you would like to donate to
the diaper program, designate in
the memo line of a check that it
is for the Babies’ Place and mail
it to The Neighbors’ Place, 745
Scott Street, Wausau, WI 54403.
If you would like to make a donation using a credit card, contact their office at 715-8451966. Thank you.

...for the cards (Christmas, Easter, and birthday). I appreciate
your thoughtfulness.

FIRST COMMUNION
Easton Cody Augustine
April 18, 2021
DEATHS/FUNERALS
Mary Alice Henderson (non-member)
January 24, 1932 — April 13, 2021
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—Nancy Bedessem

THE WAY FORWARD
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MINUTES
Regular Council Meeting
March 9th, 2021
(Unapproved)
PRESENT IN PERSON: President Jean Trempe, Vice President
Shirley Ecker, Treasurer Charles
Freiberg, Secretary Jenni Zaitz,
Jeanne Wunsch, Eugene Viegut,
Vicar William Ostrem, Charlene
Buttner and Jeff Kessel.
EXCUSED: Janet Williams and
Sue Koerten
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Jean Trempe called the
meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Eugene Viegut had devotions.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: (Jean
Trempe) The following council
positions are still vacant: Children and Youth, Stewardship, and
Homme Home Representative.
Patrick Kempf will be our new
intern from Luther Seminary.
Patrick gained an Associate Degree of Arts in Social Sciences
from Bay de Noe Community
College. He holds a BS in Psychology and Communications
from Northern Michigan University and will hold a master’s in
divinity once the program is completed. His hometown is Escanaba, MI. He is a musician
who plays a number of instruments. He credits his faith development in part to his participation
and work in Bible Camps. This
is a one year program and the
timeline is yet to be determined.
VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:
(Shirley Ecker) No Report
TREASURER’S
REPORT:
(Charlie Freiberg) Reviewed the
Balance Sheet and Accounts Activity for January through March.
It was reported that March was a
good month and that offerings
were good. Scrips shows a nega-

tive balance because cards were
purchased for inventory. Motion
to accept the reports by Buttner,
second by Viegut. Motion carried.
SECRETARY’S
REPORT:
(Jenni Zaitz) Minutes were reviewed. Motion by Wunsch, second by Ecker to accept the
minutes of the March 9th meeting. Motion carried.
VICAR’S REPORT: (Vicar Will
Ostrem) Vicar Will reported that
Confirmation classes resumed
this week through Zoom. Both
Natalie and Brianna will be attending confirmation camp the
beginning of June. He will deliver the Eulogy at a private funeral
service this week for an elderly
neighbor with no church connection in our area.
Vicar Will
graduates the afternoon of May
16th. The ceremony is open to the
public and he will forward a link
for anyone wanting to attend.
His final worship service will be
Sunday, May 23rd, with his final
day at Pilgrim being Thursday,
May 27. A letter confirming the
dates will be submitted by Vicar
Will.
WORSHIP TEAM: The Worship
Team met on 04/06/2021. Sue
Koerten, team leader, led the
meeting. Vicar Will was asked
about his plans for his final
month at Pilgrim. He provided
the tentative dates and indicated
that he plans to discuss these in
detail with the council at the
April 13th meeting. Vicar Will is
planning the April 18th service,
where Easton Augustine will
have his First Communion.
Communion will continue on the
first and third Sundays of the
month as we transition back into
worship in the sanctuary. It may
be necessary to try to obtain authorization from our bishop to
allow a lay person to distribute
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communion. Baccalaureate Sunday is set for the first Sunday in
June. Three Pilgrims are graduation this year. The issue of
scheduling supply pastors, lay
preachers or our new intern to
preach after Vicar Will’s departure was discussed. Fred is working on this complex issue. The
next Worship Team meeting is
scheduled for May, 11th, following the meeting of the combined
task force and worship team.
Jeff Kessel reported that the combined Covid Response Task
Force and Worship Team met on
04/06/2021. The bulk of the
meeting was spent discussing the
three options for worship services: outside worship services,
in-person worship services in the
sanctuary, and Zoom services only (until the next meeting in May)
and how to best make services
available to Pilgrims unwilling or
unable to attend services inperson in the sanctuary.
First Recommendation: Pilgrim
resume in-person worship services starting April 25. This recommendation passed: there were
no nays and no abstentions. Motion by Freiberg, second by
Viegut to accept the recommendation, abstention by Wunsch.
Second Recommendation: Utilize Zoom at the in-person worship services and simultaneously
record the service for uploading
to YouTube. This will allow Pilgrims the options of attending
services live on-line or viewing
them later at their convenience.
This recommendation passed:
there were no nays and no abstentions. Motion by Ecker, second
by Freiberg to accept this recommendation. Minnesota has developed new guidelines that allow
more than one singer at a service
provided that singers wear masks,
(Continued on page 7)
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keep at least 6 feet away from
each other, and keep at least 12
feet from the congregants. This
was discussed and the ultimate
recommendation is: The singer at
our services continue singing
from the cry room. This recommendation passed: there were no
nays and no abstentions. The
worship committee will meet
again to discuss Thursday services.

April 25, 2021 to celebrate creation,
Information @ LutheransRestoringCreation.org.

meeting. Motion carried.
The meeting closed with the
Lord’s Prayer.

ADJOURN: Vicar Will has devotions at the May 11th council
meeting. Buttner made a motion,
second by Ecker to adjourn the

Respectfully submitted,
Jenni Zaitz, Secretary

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
TEAM: (Eugene Viegut) On
Monday, April 5th, the city swept
the parking lot. Thursday, April
8th, Ric’s sewer service came and
cleaned out the sewer lines. Eugene will be contacting people
this week for outside clean up.
EVANGELISM
MISSION
TEAM: (Jeanne Wunsch) Wunsch reported that a blood drive
will be held on Thursday, April
15th. We had a great response
from our Pilgrim family to help
the family in need. Thank you to
all who dropped off items, contributed money or purchased gift
cards.
BLESSINGS
THAT
GIVE
HOPE: (Jeanne Wunsch) Wunsch
reported that Pilgrim is working
with John Marshall to work out
details for next year.
CHURCH AND SOCIETY MISSION TEAM: (Charlene Buttner) Buttner reported that the
Personal Care Kit response was
great. Update on Lutheran World
Relief: Quilts went to Serbia on
October 31, 2019, School kits
went to Senegal on March 4,
2020, and Quilts and Personal
care kits went to the Ukraine on
November 17, 2020. Thanks to
Fred for getting this information
to us. Earth Day is April 22nd.
Join Lutherans Restoring Creation for a worship service on
7
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Remember in Prayer...
the following members of ou r
Pilgrim family on their
numbered day of the month

May

Happy Birthday from your Pilgrim family!
1 Bob Utech

17 Bryce Widmark

2 Eugene Viegut

18 Scott Widmark

3 Jason Viegut

19 Janet Williams

4 Lila Viegut

20 Mary Williams

5 Betty Walters

21 Steve Williams

6 Gary Walters

22 Bob Windorski

Taylor Lemanski

05/01

Karen Larson

05/18

Ellen Anderson

05/03

Austin Fehlhaber

05/19

Mica Fehlhaber-Poppe 05/03

Patricia Roberts

05/24

Frank Koerten

05/04

Kassidie Augustine

05/26

Lindsey Koski

05/05

Michael Butterbrodt

05/26

7 Aaron Werth

23 Jenna Windorski

Cody Augustine

05/06

Rachel Clemment

05/26

8 Caden Werth

24 Jill Windorski

Connie Brandenburg

05/06

Terra Ecker

05/28

9 Natalie Werth

25 Ross Windorski

Manda Strick

05/10

Paul Ziebell

05/28

Christopher Ecker

05/16

Anna Larsen

05/29

Donald Mattke

05/17

Nathan Stromme

05/31

On birthdays, we honor our beginnings and
remember that in God's eyes, we have a place in
this world that no one else has.

10 Sarah Werth

26 Babs Wohlfahrt

11 Dana Weyer

27 Timothy Wohlfahrt

12 Lori Weyer

28 Keith Woodward

13 Maverick Weyer

29 Dennis Wunsch

14 Brent Widmark

30 Jeanne Wunsch

15 Brian Widmark

31 Barb Yeast

16 Britta Widmark

May
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
9:00 Worship with
Communion

3

4
5
11:45 Prayer Circle 6:00 Confirmation
Class

6
7:30 Men’s Bible
Study at Eagle’s
Nest

9
9:00 Worship

10

11
12
10:30 Task Force/ 6:00 Confirmation
Worship Team Mtg. Class
11:45 Prayer Circle
6:30 Council Mtg.

13
14
Final Day to Order Synod
Geraniums for
Assembly
Pentecost

15
Synod
Assembly

16
17
9:00 Worship with
Communion
Vicar Will Graduates
from Wartburg

18
19
11:45 Prayer Circle 6:00 Confirmation
Class

20

21
Progress
Article
Deadline

22
9—2 Pilgrim’s
Recycling
Sale

23
9:00 Worship

24

25
26
11:45 Prayer Circle

27

28

29

30
9:00 Worship

31 MEMORIAL DAY
Office Closed

8

7

8
Lay School
(1:00 pm
Graduation
Celebration)
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Financial Information Update
April 29, 2021
A budget is a statement of faith. It is our way of saying this is
what we believe God wants us to do. And we trust that God
will provide.

Mortgage

Year-to-Date Revenue

$ 89,043 Balance: 03/25/2021
$

648 Principal Payment

$

307 Interest Payment

Budget

vs.

$42,415

Actual

$39,184

Outstanding Bills

$ 88,395 Balance: 04/29/2021

$1,243 Total Bills

Those Pilgrims Unable to Attend Services
Please remember the following Pilgrims who are not able to
attend worship due to personal limitation. If you need their
addresses, please contact the church office.
In Care Facilities

Kathleen Huebner .................................................Mount View
In Their Homes

Kathy Boehm
Donald Mattke

John Schneider
Stephen Williams

Prayer Shawls
Do you know someone who needs prayer and a special word of encouragement? Consider extending the love of Jesus through a Circle of
Women prayer shawl.
A cabinet in the lounge holds a variety of prayer shawls. Choose one to
deliver to a person who needs a special, tangible reminder of God’s love
and presence. Sign the book to show that you have taken one, and use a
prayer request form to add this person to the Prayer Circle list, if that is
appropriate.
A wicker basket sits next to the cabinet. If you have extra yarn to donate, you may place it there to be used for other handcrafted shawls.
Thank You!
Shawls given to date… 258
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Participate in the
Scrip Program
and Support Pilgrim
Put your regular household
shopping dollars to work by
purchasing gift cards at Pilgrim. Scrip-participating retailers sell gift cards to Pilgrim
at a discount and you get the
full face value of the gift card.
Order cards on Sunday from a
team member or call the office
at 715-842-4544.

Pilgrim Prayer
Circle
The Pilgrim Prayer Circle
meets each Tuesday at 11:45
a.m. Everyone is invited to join
either at church or a more convenient personal location. Call
the church office for details
about participation or to place a
prayer request.

Thrivent Choice
Program
We are pleased to announce
that Pilgrim Church receives
funds through Thrivent Financial’s Thrivent Choice program. By directing Choice
Dollars,
eligible
Thrivent
members can recommend
which nonprofit organizations
they feel should receive charitable grant funding from
Thrivent. If you are an eligible
member, please consider us
when directing Choice Dollars.
Call 800-847-4836 or visit
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.
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Day of Pentecost
Sunday, May 23rd—Wear Red
Order Geraniums (see page 7)
Pilgrim Recycle Sale
Saturday, May 22nd
Donate Items and Help with the Event (see page 4)
Staff
Ministers
Vicar:
Office Manager/Bookkeeper:
Choir Director
Pianists
Custodian:

If you wish to give a gift to Pilgrim electronically, please go to www.pilgrimofwausau.org
and click on the DONATE button on the home
page. Thank you.

All Pilgrims
William Ostrem
Fred Patten
Delores Kessel
Delores Kessel, Norah Brown
Dennis Wunsch

Services

Sundays 9:00 a.m. and Thursdays 6:30 p.m.

Education Hour

Ages 3 to Adult, Sundays at 10:15 a.m., September - May

PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH...
Sharing God’s Never-Ending Love with All People through Faith and Service!

www.pilgrimofwausau.org
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